THE
PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
OF WISCONSIN

Joint Application of Minnesota
Power Company and Wisconsin Docket No. 05-CE-113
Public Service Corporation for
Authority to Construct and Place

In Service Electric Transmission
Lines and Other Electric Facilities
for the Arrowhead-Weston Project,
Located in 5t. Louis County in
Minnesaota and Chippewa, Clark
Douglas, Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida.
Price, Rusk, Sawyer. Taylor and
YWashburn Counties in Wisconsin,

REPLY OF INTERVENOR
WORLD ORGANIZATION FOR LANDOWNER FREEDOM (W.O.L.F.)
TO ATC MOTION TO RECONSIDER REOPENING OF THE ARROWHEAD DOCKET

Applicant American Transmission Company, has submitted a |etter. dated September
16, 2005, to the Commission, which was deemed by the Commission as a Motion, and notice
of this determination was provided by email to parties on September 22, 2005. Because this
letter was not identified as a Motion by ATC, and was notified of this determination on
September 22, 2005, W.O.LF. is assuming that the 10 day reply timeline under bagins upon
that notice of the Motion sent and received or September 22, 2005,

ATC's letter is simple, consisting of just one paragraph:

Applicants are delighted to report that they have reached an agreement with Douglas

County allowing the Arrowhead-Weston franismission project to be built on fands owned

by Douglas County, Therefore, the project imay be built on the Douglas County roite as

originally approved by the Commission in its October 31, 2001 order  Because there js

no longer a need to consider alternative routes in Douglas County, Applicants request

that the Cornmission reconsider its February 14, 2005 decision to reopen this docket

The Applicants will soon be notifying afl of the property owners on the proposed
aiternative roufes that these routes are no longer being considered,



Motably, a copy of the Settlement Agreement was not served on the parties with ATC's letter

Settlement agreements have an impact beyond the direct impact on the parties of the
Agreement. In an administrative proceeding, the agency should not close a docket without first
securing a copy of the Agreement for the file, assuring that all parties have been served with a
copy of the agreement, and then the Commission must review the Agreement to assure that it
addresses all issues pending. Intervenors other than those party to the Agreement must have
an opportunity for review and comment, as must the general public, many of whom are
affected landowners who likely did not or will not receive the largess of benefits that Douglas
County will receive as a result of this Agreement. Because this Agreement is only a part of a
much larger proceeding, the interests of Intervenors and the public interest must be taken into
account. If, after review, the Commission determines that all issues are indeed addressed,
that the Settlement Agreement is equitable, and has addressed issues in a manner that js not
injurious to the public interest, then it may be appropriate to close the docket.

For example, in the Chisago proceeding, Xcel filed a copy of its agreement between
the utility and the cities of St. Croix Falls and Taylors Falls with the PSC." In the Chisago case,
as with the Arrowhead, there were Intervenors other than those party to the Agreement whose
interests may be affected by the Agreement. In the Chisago case, Impacts extended to Circuit
Courl proceedings, which were properly dismissed after Court review of the Agreement in light
of various interests of the |:::.':'4r’Lies;.E Impacts were broader than apparent through side deals
which have been acknowledged but have never been publicly disclosed.

The route approved by the Commission passes through approximately 2.5 miles

of land owned by Douglas County for which there are no existing utility

sasements that would permit adding a line. Other portions of the approved
route cross county lands with easements that permit rebuilding. Since

! Soe WI-PSC Dockets 1515-CE-102 & 4220-CE-157, Settlernent Agreement, Exhibit A, Response Cornmants of
Keal Energy and Caryland Powear Cooperative on Scope Change, dated December 12,2001,

' Sea Concerned River Valley Cifizens v Public Service Commission of Wisconsin, Palk County Cireuit Court,
Branch 2, Court Files: 98-CV-232 and 99-C\V-236
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applicants will he assigned these existing easemants from the easement

holders, the Board's vote only impacts the 2.5 miles where either there are no

existing easements or the existing easements do not permit adding a line.*
According to The Country Today, September 21, 2005, p. 34, "[T]he company and county
officials have declined to discuss details about exactly how much American Transmission will
pay for the easements, but Mr Willlamson has said it would be less than $1 million " The
Commission and all intervenors and landowners affected by this transmission ling have an
interast in the details of this settlement, including but not limited to. amounts of payments fo
the County for 2.5 miles of easements, legal fees, costs or other payments; whether there are
side deals not addressed In the main agreement, such as those associated with the Chisago
Agreement; and the relation of settlernent proceeds to construction incentives under Act 204,

Atthis time, W.O.L.F requests service on all Intervenors of the Douglas County
Agreement and filing of this Agreement with the PSC. W.Q.L.F. also requests that ATC's
Maotion for reconsideration of the reopening of the Arrowhead docket be denied, The parties

and the Commission must have time to review the agreement between the parties and

determine whether closure of the docket is the appropriate choice,
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Dated: September 26, 2005

Carol A, Overland MN Lic. 254617
Attorney far Intervenor Waorld Organization
of Landowner Freedom (W O.L.F.)
OVERLAND LAW OFFICE

402 Washington St So.

MNorthfield, MN 55057

(612) 227-8638

overland@redwing.net

* Appendix B, p. 2 of March 15, 2005 letter to Sec. Christy Zahner, PSC from Lauren Azar, ATC; from Applicant's
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Certificate of Service

Carol A. Overland, attorney for World Organization for Landowner
Freedom, certifies that | have served the following parties by email this 26" day of

September, 2005 at the following addresses listed in the PSC email Service List:

Amberg, Dehorah MP <dambergi@allete.coms, Azar, Lauran L. <liazarEmichaslbest, ocoms,
feel, Forrest L. <fceslBibewiomsld150.eams, Ceylor, Serald and Tdnda
«hillsideReenturvtal .fneks, Chalfant, Alan <ashalfant@eonseltiami.coms; Clitfard,
Linda WIEG <icliffordfgkiaw.com>, Crochkar, Geotyge <gwilillelmbn.ergr, Zullen, Lee BELOW
ceullanBowph, com>, Day, Warren J. <wijdaylactglobal.net>, Dums, Dénindis CUB
<eumsdwiscub.oroy, Bdgar, George CUB <grsBwecouss.ongs, Galluesci, fAniba METW
cagallucelBooardnantawfs rm, com>, Garvay, Edward H, cgarvey@Egarveystoddarad, com>,
Gustafson, Larl WPC sgusbafsonfwivapercouncil.orgs, Hartman, flizabeth WEFT
cohartmanfwpoisys. org>, Homaitdean, Jordan . <jibenaidangmichaslbast. comes, Houglh,
James WEDA <houghihanilton-consul blogocons, Joehnso, Douglas 0. <dgjdsupranst.nsis,
Landaman, Jeff DBEC <jlandsman@wheclerlaw.coms, Lewandowski, Hichard
ceflidew] bLrbas, cone, Lindhelm, Scb WP <blindholmiipnpower. com>, Laehp, FZya
skloen:Gowpb. coms; MoGilliveay, Pamela S0UL <megillivesy@garvaystoddard, com>,
Moghadam, B..J. <hmoghadam@owrsk, com>, Nekolas, Katle <knekelacleanwisconsin.orgs
Birlot, Hod. WMD <rjpirlot@wms.org:, Rasmussan, Pamsia NSE-W
<pamela. S rasmmissenixeslenergy, come:, Reuter, Barl WRHC shravterifal eylaw, come,
Schmidt, Rebecca A. <adchmidofcwplb. dom>, Stoddard, Slern M.
exbpddardisarveystoadard. coms, HLuart, rchael <mstuarctiwppisys.orgs, Shurgson,
Hitohis WFL <rizchiesturgesnéalliantensogy. come, Thompson, Chudk DEC
cab@dairyhel.com>, Vailcg, Pebeccs <Bechy Valoglwe-ensrgies.comz, Will, Trevar .
ctwilllfnleylaw.com>, Gilles, Dawve PEC <lave.Cil|lssBpso_state. wl.us>, Lepinski, Jim
P3C <Fin. Tepinsklilpsc. state wi.ugs>, Bambhun, Dians PSC
<Diane. Bamthunfpsc.state.wi.us>
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Dated: September 26, 2005

Carol A, Overland MN Lic. 254817
Attormey for Intervenor World Organization
of Landowner Freadom (W.O.L.F.)
OVERLAND LAW OFFICE
402 Washingten St. So.
Morthfield, MN 55057

T (B12) 227-B638
overland@ redwing.nat

Amended Application and Appendix for the possible Douglas County Reroute, June 3, 2005
ay .f_l—



